To March or to Marry
A historical novel about suffrage and women's clubs
Discussion questions for book clubs
Note: There are no major spoilers within these
questions, but a few general plot directions are
revealed, so you might want to read the book before
getting too deeply into the questions.
1. How did you experience the book? Were you
engaged immediately, or did it take you a
while to get into it?
2. Which character, major or minor, did you feel
the most empathy towards?
3. Which of the historical figures did you admire
and why?
4. What attitudes and life changes caused the
break between Abbie and Louise?
5. How did events in Abbie's life change her
attitude toward suffrage?
6. What aspects of early 20th century life
surprised you?
7. How have women's lives changed in the past 100 years? What problems are we still struggling
with?
8. How did women's clubs change society's expectations of women?
9. If you had been alive in 1912, would you have joined a women's club or marched with the
suffragists or both? Why?
10. Do you think it was unpatriotic for the suffragettes to picket the White House in the midst of
war?
11. The book identifies several different strands of the women's movement of the period: literary
clubs; social reform clubs; moderate suffragists; radical suffragettes. Do you think these
divisions enhanced or held back the overall progress of women's rights?
12. Jessie is an example of someone who bridges the club movement and the suffrage movement.
How does each of them influence her?
13. How do the measures taken by radical suffragettes compare to the behavior of activists today?
14. How does the Athenaeum Club compare to your book club or others you have belonged to?
15. What do you think of the title? How does it reflect the themes of the book?
16. Were you satisfied with the book’s ending? What do you think will happen to Abbie and
Louise?
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